
 

Take part in a series of events, talks, walks and workshops to celebrate the 

richness and variety of heritage in Doncaster. Doncaster Heritage Festival is 

organised by Doncaster Heritage Services and is delivered by partners 

across Doncaster for all to enjoy. For more information please contact 

Doncaster Local Studies call 01302 734307, email 

central.localhistory@doncaster.gov.uk.  

www.doncaster.gov.uk/heritage festival 
 

PLEASE BOOK TICKETS IN ADVANCE AS SPACES ARE LIMITED.  
 

Local Heritage Talks & Workshops 

The David Hey Memorial Lecture: London Lives: Poverty, Crime and 

the Making of a Modern City, 1690-1800 

Tue 3 May | 6pm - 8pm | Doncaster Museum & Art Gallery | FREE  

London Lives is a fascinating new study which follows in the footsteps of David Hey's 'history from below' approach to 

local history, but adapts it to the new types of research made possible by the 21st century digital revolution. Prof. Robert 

Shoemaker explains how London Lives exposes the lesser-known experiences of eighteenth-century thieves, paupers, 

prostitutes and highwaymen. In their acts of desperation, the poor and the criminal exercised a profound and effective 

form of agency that changed the system itself, and shaped the evolution of the modern state. 

  

Palaeography: Reading 16th & 17th Century Handwriting 

Wed 4 May | 10:30am – 1pm | Doncaster Archives | £2.50 

A hands-on workshop led by Charles Kelham, Borough Archivist, to help you to learn how to 

read 16th and 17th century handwriting on local documents, such as wills and deeds. Tea & 

Coffee provided. 

  

William Bradford of Austerfield Mayflower Pilgrim: His Life and Work 

Wed 4 May | 2.30pm | Central Library Meeting Room 1 | £2.50 

Mayflower Pilgrim, William Bradford, was arguably the member of the group that travelled the 

furthest in terms of personal advancement, from small time farmer's son in Austerfield in 

Doncaster, to one of the most important and respected figures in the New England colony. 

Local Historian Malcolm Dolby will summarise the extent of William Bradford's achievements. 

  

The Sand House – A Victorian Marvel Revisited  

Thu 5 May | 6.30pm | Doncaster Brewery Tap | £2.50 

So many people are unaware of this truly unique feature of the town's past. ‘The Sand 

House' was a large mansion carved from solid rock, surrounded by a network of tunnels 

decorated with remarkable sculptures. It stood just outside the town centre from the 1850s 

until the Second World War. Come and hear Richard Bell tell the story of this fantastic house, 

and how its legacy is now being revived for educational and heritage purposes. 

  

Doncaster at Domesday 

Fri 6 May | 11am | Doncaster Museum & Art Gallery | £2.50 

Domesday Book is a unique document opening a window on a past world, so come and take a look at how the borough 

of Doncaster was faring 21 years after the Norman Conquest, by Carolyn Dalton, Doncaster Heritage Services Manager.  

  

Rationing in World War 2  

Tue 10 May | 10.30am | Central Library Meeting Room 1 | £2.50 

An interactive fun talk and visual display about rationing in the Second World War by Cory Garner who grew up during 

the war. Cory gives an insight into the ingenious ways that families made ends meet and how people’s diet during the 

war was in many ways healthier than it is now.  

  

The Early Days of Doncaster Borough Police 

Wed 11 May | 10.30am | Central Library Meeting Room 1 | £2.50 An insight into the Doncaster 

borough police force in the Victorian Era (1820-1900) by John Brown. 

  

The Battle of Agincourt, 25th October 1415 

Fri 13 May | 10.30am | Central Library Meeting Room 1 | £2.50 The story of one of England's most 

famous victories, where the flower of French aristocracy was defeated by King Henry V's lowly 

archers, by Helen Cox, author and historian.   

  

To book a place email central.localhistory@doncaster.gov.uk, or call 01302 734307 

The local heritage talks are organised by Doncaster Council's Local Studies   

mailto:central.localhistory@doncaster.gov.uk?subject=The%20Battle%20of%20Agincourt


 

First World War Talks & Workshops  

All of the First World War talks and workshops have been organised by Doncaster 1914-18 Project, which is delivered by 

Doncaster Heritage Services and supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

 

First World War Family and Local History Workshop Part 1  

Tue 3 May or Mon 9 May | 9.30am – 12.30pm or 1.30pm – 4.30pm | Central Library 

Meeting Room 4 | FREE 

Uncover your family's history and learn how to research First World War stories of people, 

places and occupations in Doncaster.  This hands-on workshop, led by Bill Bevan, will 

introduce you to key resources in museums, libraries, archives and online. Suitable for 

beginners. This workshop is part 1 of 2. 

  

First World War Family and Local History Workshop Part 2  

Thu 5 May or Thu 12 May | 9.30am-12.30pm or 1.30pm-4.40pm | Central Library Meeting Room 4 | FREE 

Uncover your family's history and learn how to research First World War stories of people, places and occupations in 

Doncaster.  This hands-on workshop, led by Bill Bevan, will introduce you to key resources in museums, libraries, 

archives and online. Suitable for beginners. This workshop is part 2 of 2. 

  

To book a free place on part 1 & 2 of the workshop email info@doncaster1914-18.org.uk, or call 01302 734293 

  

Drop-in First World War Family and Local History Surgery 

Wed 4 May | 4pm – 7pm | Central Library Meeting Room 4 | FREE 

Are you researching your First World War family history or the history of your local area during the Great War?  Have you 

reached a stumbling block? Do you need some advice on how to find out more information about a relative?  Drop-in at 

this First World War surgery. Family history expert, Bill Bevan, will be on hand to answer your queries and give practical 

advice. 

  

The Somme: Stories and Histories 

Wed 11 May | 2pm - 4pm | Central Library Meeting Room 1 | £2.50 

July 2016 is the anniversary of the infamous battle of the Somme. A great deal will be said about 

the battle next year and a huge amount will, very simply, be wrong. This talk by Tim Lynch looks 

at the myths around the battle and describes what really happened.  

  

Winners or losers? - Women in the First World War 

Fri 13 May | 2.30pm | Central Library Meeting Room 1 | £2.50 

Dr Deborah Thom from The University of Cambridge will be talking about how we look at what 

happened to women in the First World War. 

  

To book a place at a talk email central.localhistory@doncaster.gov.uk or, call 01302 

734307 

 

 

Events 
Mansion House Open Day & Tours 

Fri 6 May | 10am-2pm | Doncaster Mansion House | Free  

Drop in at the beautiful Mansion House and receive a free tour provided by the 

knowledgeable guides. You can turn up and enter through the main front door of the Mansion 

House. Organised by the Friends of Doncaster Mansion House. 

  

Doncaster Local History Fair 

Sat 7 May | 11am-4pm | Doncaster Museum & Art Gallery | FREE 

This event is a real celebration of Doncaster's Local History with up to 25 groups providing information on the fascinating 

history of the area and its people. Come along, ask questions, see what you can find out, and how you can get involved. 

You can also bring along and share your First World War stories, memorabilia and photographs to add to Doncaster 

1914-18's online archive. Organised by the DDHA Doncaster District Heritage Association. 

  

The Servants of Cusworth Hall Family Day  

Sun 8 May | 1pm - 4pm | Cusworth Hall | FREE (£2 donation for children's crafts) 

Step back in time at Cusworth Hall and find out about the servants who once lived there. Take a peek at a servant's 

bedroom, meet Cusworth's cook and sample her cooking and take part in family crafts and activities. Organised by 

Cusworth Hall and Doncaster 1914-18 Project (supported by Heritage Lottery Fund). 

  

  

mailto:info@doncaster1914-18.org.uk?subject=First%20World%20War%20Family%20and%20Local%20History%20Workshop
mailto:central.localhistory@doncaster.gov.uk?subject=Winners%20or%20losers%3F%20-Women%20in%20the%20First%20World%20War


Ian McMillan & Ian Beesley present Magic Lantern Tales 

Tue 10 May | 6.45pm | Doncaster Museum & Art Gallery | £5 

Using a genuine magic lantern projector, poet & broadcaster Ian McMillan and documentary photographer Ian Beesley 

tell a story of the First World War from the point of view of men who survived it and lived on to old age and a changing 

world. Here too are the tales of women who worked in the factories that oiled the wheels of war. We often view war as a 

series of huge historical sweeps and this show reminds us that war is made by people who each have their own narrative 

of what happened. The second half finds Ian & Ian exploring the subjects of magic lantern shows - from the natural world 

to engineering and from local novelties to the far-flung corners of Empire - with plenty of knockabout humour and improv 

along the way!  

To book a place visit Doncaster Museum & Art Gallery or call 01302 734293 (The museum opens Wed - Sun) Organised 

by Doncaster 1914-18 Project (supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund) 

  

Museums at Night: Life as a Servant 

Wed 11 May | 6.30pm - 9pm | Cusworth Hall | £2.50  

Museums at Night see's museums and historic sites across the United Kingdom open after 

hours. You can visit Cusworth Hall at night to learn more about the servants who once lived 

there. Visit a servant's bedroom, go on a night time tour of the house and have a go at making 

a rag rug. Doncaster 1914-18 will be telling the stories of Cusworth's servants during the First 

World War. View a projection created by students at the University Centre Doncaster, inspired 

by events in First World War Doncaster.  To book a place call Cusworth Hall on 01302 782342 

Organised by Cusworth Hall & Doncaster 1914-18 Project (supported by the Heritage Lottery 

Fund).   

  

Heritage Walks & Tours 
Braithwell Village Walk One  

Mon 2 May | 10.45am | Starts at the Ruddle Centre, Braithwell, S66 7BA | Cost £3 

Come explore the history of Braithwell village and take in the views. Tickets cost £3 per adult which include refreshments 

at The Masters House. Children under 12 go free. You can purchase a booklet with map for £2. To book a place 

email villagememoriesbcm2015@gmail.com, or call 07932660852 

Organised by Village Memories Group: Braithwell, Micklebring and Clifton 

  

Doncaster Minster Tower Tour  

Wed 4 May or Fri 6 May | 11am – 12.30pm | Doncaster Minster, DN1 1RD | £4  

The tour will include a climb of 100ft to the Minster ringing chamber, involving 2 spiral 

staircases and 158 steps.  Sensible shoes must be worn. To book a place email 

office@doncasterminster.org.uk or call 01302 323748 Organised by Doncaster Minster 

  

Doncaster Town Centre North Walk  

Sat 7 May | 10.30am | Starts at the Tourist Information Centre | £5  

Explore the area's rich Medieval, Georgian and Victorian architectural heritage. The walk goes via High Street, Priory 

Place, Printing Office Street, St Sepulchre Gate, Baxtergate, Minster Yard and Market Place. To book a place 

email tourist.information@doncaster.gov.uk, or call 01302 734309 Organised by The Civic Trust 

  

Tickhill Heritage Walk 

Sun 8 May | 2pm | Starts at the Methodist Church, Northgate | £5 

Explore the area's rich Medieval, Georgian and Victorian architectural heritage. The walk goes via 

Northgate, Sunderland Street, Market Place, Castlegate, Dam Road and Church Lane. To book a 

place email tourist.information@doncaster.gov.uk, or call 01302 734309 Organised by The Civic 

Trust 

  

Braithwell Village Walk Two 

Fri 13 May | 10.45am | Starts at The Master's House Braithwell S66 7AW | Cost £3 

Come explore the history of Braithwell village and take in the views. Tickets cost £3 per adult which include refreshments 

at The Master's House. Children under 12 go free. You can purchase a booklet with map for £2.To book a place email 

villagememoriesbcm2015@gmail.com, or call 07932660852 

Organised by Village Memories Group: Braithwell, Micklebring and Clifton 

  

Dementia Friendly Museum Tour  

Sun 15 May | 1pm–2pm | Doncaster Museum & Art Gallery | FREE   

This event is for carers and those living with dementia to come and have a tour of Doncaster Museum, enjoy a cup of 

tea, and handle some of our original reminiscence artefacts. To book a place emailculture@doncaster.gov.uk, or call 

01302 734620 Organised by Doncaster Museum & Art Gallery 

  

Discovering Doncaster's Past 

Sun 15 May | 3pm | Hyde Park Cemetery | FREE  

Take an enjoyable walk around Hyde Park Cemetery. Along the way we will discover some interesting facts and stories 

about the people of Doncaster, many of whom have shaped it into the town that it is today. Meet at Hyde Park Cemetery 

gates, please wear sensible shoes.  Organised by Friends of Hyde Park Cemetery  
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